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For additional information about the Albany-Hudson Electric Trail, go to 

https://hudsongreenway.ny.gov/albany-hudson-electric-trail, or Contact Us at 

hrvg@hudsongreenway.ny.gov.   

Detailed on-line maps of the AHET trail, including designated parking areas and nearby 

attractions, are available on the Empire State Trail website www.empiretrail.ny.gov.   
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mailto:hrvg@hudsongreenway.ny.gov
http://www.empiretrail.ny.gov/
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Trail Count Program Overview ς Albany-Hudson Electric Trail 

 

The Hudson River Valley Greenway (HRVG) constructed and operates the Albany-Hudson 

Electric Trail (AHET), a 36-mile recreational άǊŀƛƭ ǘǊŀƛƭέ ƛƴ wŜƴǎǎŜƭŀŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦ  

The non-motorized AHET trail is 10-feet wide with gentle grades and an improved surface 

welcoming bicyclists, walkers and runners of all ages and abilities.  The trail is open year-round 

from dawn to dusk.  ¢ƘŜ !I9¢ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ трл-mile Empire State Trail, 

which runs from New York City to Canada and Buffalo to Albany. 

In 2021, HRVG initiated a formal program to collect Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !I9¢ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ  

Data is being collected in two formats: 

1. AHET Automated Counters   

¶ In October 2021, HRVG installed four automated trail counters along the AHET route 

(two in Rensselaer County and two in Columbia County).  The άtȅǊƻ-.ƻȄέ counters, 

manufactured by the company Eco-Counter, use an infrared sensor to record the 

number of trail users passing by the unit, and store data in hourly increments 

allowing detailed analysis of trail use patterns on an hourly, daily, and monthly basis. 

¶ The units are not a camera, do not collect information about specific trail users, and 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōƛŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

number of people passing the counter. 

¶ Iw±DΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ƻŦŦ-road trail segments in East 

Greenbush, Nassau, North Chatham, and Kinderhook.  The counters collected data 

for a full year.  

 

¶ The four AHET counters registered a total of 168,238 trail users during the  

12-month period from November 1, 2021 to October 31, 2022: 

ü Town of East Greenbush:   54,555 visits 

ü Village of Nassau:    31,798 visits 

ü Hamlet of North Chatham:   33,379 visits 

ü Village of Kinderhook:    48,506 visits 

 

¶ Note the 168,238 users were counted at four distinct locations, and therefore 

capture only a fraction of the total number of trail visitors along the 36-mile AHET 

route.  HRVG moved the counters to four new locations in November 2022, in East 

Greenbush, Schodack, Niverville, and Stuyvesant, where the counters will remain in 

place ŦƻǊ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ άȅŜŀǊ-ǘǿƻ ŘŀǘŀΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΣ Iw±D ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

move the four counters to new locations.  Lƴ нлнпΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Řŀǘŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

collected at 12 specific locations, HRVG will have sufficient data to project total 

annual visitation to the 36-mile AHET trail. 
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2. Visual AHET Trail Use Surveys 

¶ Iw±DΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǳǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

differentiate between trail user types (walkers, runners, bicyclists, etc.). 

¶ To understand how people use the AHET trail, HRVG staff completed visual surveys 

of trail users at varied locations during September and October 2022.   

¶ Visual surveys were collected during 60 and 90-minute periods at eight locations 

along the trail in East Greenbush, Schodack, Nassau, Chatham, and Kinderhook.  

Data was collected over a total of 14 hours.  Surveys occurred on a mix of weekdays 

and weekends, and at different times of the day (mid-day, afternoons, and early 

evenings).  All counts occurred on days without rain (ranging from sunny to cloudy), 

with temperatures from 60 to 75 degrees ς conditions amenable to all types of trail 

use.   

 

Results of Visual Surveys of AHET Trail User Types 

 

This section presents the results of visual surveys of 333 AHET trail users observed at eight 

locations over a total of fourteen hours. 

Bicycle Vs. Pedestrian Use 

¶ Pedestrians account for 56% of AHET visitors. 

¶ Bicyclists account for 44% of AHET visitors. 

This split ς slightly more pedestrians than bicyclists ς is typical for rail trail visitation statewide 

during spring, summer, and fall months (this ratio does not apply to the winter season, when 

bicycle usage drops to very low levels from December through March).  For both pedestrians 

and bicyclists, virtually all visitors were small groups of 1 to 4 people.  Very few groups of 5 or 

larger were observed.   

Types of Pedestrian Visitors: 

¶ Walkers (without pets):    69% 

¶ Walkers With Dogs:      14% 

¶ Walkers Pushing Child Strollers:    9% 

¶ Runners:        5% 

¶ Skateboards & Kick Scooters:    3% 

       100% of Pedestrian Visitors 

Walkers comprise 92% of AHET pedestrian visitors (including visitors walking dogs and pushing 

strollers).  Dog-walking is a popular activity ς one of every seven pedestrians brings a dog to the 

trail (dogs are allowed on the trail, but must be on leash at all times and owners must clean up 
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after their pets).  Small numbers of runners, skateboarders, and kick scooter riders (e.g. razors) 

comprise the balance of pedestrians.   

Types of Bicycle Users 

¶ Traditional Pedal Bikes, All Types: 92% 

¶ E-Bikes (e.g. electric bicycles):   8% 

       100% of Bicyclists 

A wide range of bicyclists visit the trail, from casual/recreational riders including small children 

just learning to ride; to high-end gravel and road-bikes; to riders on touring bikes carrying gear 

for multi-day trips. 

Iw±DΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǳǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ /ƭŀǎǎ L ϧ н 9-Bikes (bicyclists with electric assist motors).   

E-Bike use is modest, accounting for 8% of AHET bicyclists. 

NYS law requires bicyclists under the age of 14 to wear helmets, and HRVG strongly encourages 

helmet use by bicyclists of all ages.  Combining regular bicycles and E-Bikes, 74% of all bicyclists 

wear helmets, whereas 26% do not.   

Illegal Motorized Vehicles 

No illegal motorized vehicles (cars, ATVs, UTVs, dirt bikes) were observed on AHET during the 

trail surveys, which totaled 14 hours of surveys spread across seven locations along the trail 

route. 

 

 

Site-Specific Automated Counter Results 

 

Detailed information about the four automated infrared trail counters is presented below.  The 

ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ άƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǎƻǳǘƘΦέ 
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East Greenbush Trail Counter 

 

The Albany-Hudson Electric Trail section in the Town of East Greenbush is a paved, 12-foot wide 

trail.  It is heavily used, drawing local users from surrounding residential neighborhoods, visitors 

who travel to the trail from the capital district, and long-distance Empire state Trail users from 

across the nation and other countries. 

 

 

Above: the AHET Trail in East Greenbush, Rensselaer County. 

 

The East Greenbush counter was installed for twelve months on the AHET trail near the 

intersection with Electric Avenue: 

¶ During the 12 months, a total of 54,555 trail users passed the trail counter. 

¶ Average daily visitation was 150 trail users/per day. 

¶ Daily visitation varied greatly due to seasons and daily weather conditions.   

¶ Trail use ranged from a high of 370 people on May 29th and again on July 9th, to a low of 

only 8 visitors on January 28th.   
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Monthly AHET Trail Counts in East Greenbush 

Calendar Month Monthly Users 

November 2021 2,767 

December 2021 2,351 

January 2022 908 

February 2022 1,133 

March 2022 2,840 

April 2022 4,890 

May 2022 6,800 

June 2022 7,505 

July 2022 7,180 

August 2022 7,060 

September 2022 6,058 

October 2022 5,063 

Annual Total = 54,555 
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Village of Nassau Trail Counter 

 

The Albany-Hudson Electric Trail section in the Village and Town of Nassau is a paved, 10-foot 

wide trail.  It draws local users from Nassau, visitors driving to access the trail from the large 

trailhead parking area on John Street in the Village, and long-distance bicyclists.   

 

 

Above: trail bridge over the Valatie Kill in Nassau on a Fall day. 

 

HRVG installed a counter for twelve months on the AHET trail slightly north of Route 20: 

¶ During the 12 months, a total of 31,798 trail users passed the trail counter. 

¶ Average daily visitation was 87 per day. 
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Monthly AHET Trail Counts in the Village of Nassau 

Calendar Month Monthly Users 

November 2021 1,513 

December 2021 975 

January 2022 282 

February 2022 446 

March 2022 1,522 

April 2022 3,506 

May 2022 4,374 

June 2022 4,490 

July 2022 4,539 

August 2022 3,946 

September 2022 3,554 

October 2022 2,651 

Annual Total = 31,798 
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North Chatham Trail Counter 

 

The Albany-Hudson Electric Trail section in the hamlet of North Chatham is a 10-foot wide trail 

with a compacted stonedust surface.  While it draws local users from the community of North 

Chatham, most visitors access the trail from the trailhead parking area on Depot Street, or 

bicycle down the trail from the Village of Nassau (to the north) or Niverville and Kinderhook (to 

the south).     

 

 

Above: the AHET trail in North Chatham has a compacted stonedust surface. 

 

HRVG installed a counter for twelve months on the AHET trail slightly south of the Trolley 

Station on County Route 32: 

¶ During the 12 months, a total of 33,379 trail users passed the trail counter. 

¶ Average daily visitation was 91/per day. 

 

  


